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B-3427 - B-3428 1890-1908 
408-444 Grindall St. (North side) 
Baltimore, Md. 
Private access 

The north side of the 400 block of Grindall St. is improved with 
two separate groups of houses set high on the hill and reached by steep 
flights of stone steps leading to front terraces. At 408-422 Grindall St. 
there is a row of two story, two bay wide brown brick houses with shed roofs 
and sheet metal cornices, built in 1907-1908 by Walter Hampson. To the east, 
at 436-444 Grindall St. there is a row of two story, two bay wide brick houses 
with shed roofs and bracketed cornices built in the early 1890's by Henry Wessel. 
These houses originally had wooden front porches but they are now gone. 
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DESCRIPTION B-3427 

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT -DETERIORATED X_uNALTERED X.ORIGrNAL SITE 

X_GOOD _RUINS X_ALTERED ( 4 2 2 ) —MOVED DATE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This row of eight two story, two bay brick houses with shed roofs and metal 
Neo-Grec-style cornices was built as a unit in 1907-08 by the same developer 
who built a similar unit immediately to the rear of Hamburg St. and two other 
similar units on the south side of Grindall St. and the north side of Cross St. 

The houses are all 12 1/2' wide and occupy lots 75' deep. The houses are 
two rooms deep and there are no rear addition. The houses are constructed in 
glazed Roman brick, laid in running bond. The shed roof is capped by a 
continous, plain stamped sheet metal cornice consisting of just a deep, crown 
molding. The Neo-Grec style end brackets used on the cornices of the neighboring 
rows built by the same developer were not used here. Each house has single 
recangular (some hooded) chimneys located along the west side of the house at 
both front and rear. 422 Grindall has been covered with formstone. 

The first floor door and window openings have round arched lintels. The 
second floor window openings have common arch lintels with solid wood tympanums. 
All of the windows have brick header sills and all are filled with 1/1 double 
hung sash.* The houses have a mixed array of door types, but all have single 
light, round arched transoms (some of which have been covered over with siding). 
All of the houses originally had Mission-style oak doors. Today, 408 and 410 
Grindall have modern panel doors set with upper lights; 412 and 416 have modern 
flush doors; 414 and 418 have horizontally paneled doors with upper lights; and 
420 and 422 have the original Mission-style doors. The houses sit on high 
basements, the entrances being reached by four stone steps each. Each house 
has a rectangular basement opening located to the left of the steps. The row 
is set on a terrace well above street level. A set of eight stone steps for each 
house leads..:from the street level, to. ̂ a_ small' yard" in front.: ofeeach house. 

*except for 422 Grindall, which has new 6/6 sash (in the first floor window, the 
new sash in set beneath a round-arched upper glass' panel). 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



SIGNIFICANCE B-3427 

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE - CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—PREHISTORIC ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC —COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION 

— 1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC —CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE 

— 1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE —ECONOMICS —LITERATURE —SCULPTURE 

—1600-1699 .^ARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN 

— 1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING —MUSIC —THEATER 

-21800-1899 —COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION 
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I —INVENTION 

SPECIFIC DATES 1 9 0 6 _ 1 9 0 7 BUILDER/ARCHITECT W a l t e r Hampson 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

See under 410-420 E. Cross St. 

Unlike the similar rows of houses built by Hampson on Cross and Hamburg Sts,, 
these houses were not sold to individual owners after they were built, but instead 
remained in Hampson's possession until his death in 1942, being rented over the 
years to a variety of tenants.-

"Balt imore Ci ty Land Records, Liber MLP 6377, Fol io 481 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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M.E. Hayward / Historic Sites Surveyor 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Maryland Historical Trust / Struever Bros. & Eccles 4/79 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

1745 C i r c l e Rd. 
CITY OR TOWN STATE 

Ruxtori MacOaad 21204 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
19 74 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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B-3427 
408-422 Grindall Street 
Block 1915 Lots 086-079 
Baltimore City 
Baltimore East Quad. 





B-3427 408-422 Grindall St. 
—M.E.H. 5/79 
South elevation 





B-3427 418-420 Grindall St. 
-M.E.H. 5/79 
South elevation 


